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By Wilhelm W. Kohl  
&   

Barbara Meyer zu Altenschildesche

The Sheepish Pig Farm 

Relaxed life  
under Washington 

oak trees !

http://www.royal-mangalitsa.com


- Where Mangalitsas live a happy live - 

    How many pig farmers have you ever met that can watch the ocean from 

their bedroom, then walk a few steps into their office and overlook their farm? 
Pretty sure there is only one Mangalitsa breeder in the US, or any place else in 
this world, that can do that. And that Mangalitsa lover and breeder is Tania Issa, 
who fell in love with the breed after finding out that they are great to clear land, 
and produce fantastic tasting pork at the same time. 
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	 Tania acquired her first group of  Mangalitsas in 2016, and has built up 
her herd to over 80 animals since her visit to my farm last June, where we had the 
pleasure of  talking “Mangalitsa” for nearly a full day together with Barbara 
Meyer zu Altenschildesche. There are 3 color variations in Mangalitsa, the 
Blonde, The Red and the Swallow Belly, and Tania has all three of  them. She 
breeds them in Kingston, but she also has a perfect finishing farm near Oakville, 
Oregon, where her mother used to raise cattle. 

It is the most pristine finishing farm I have ever visited, where under oak trees in 
spacious pens, groups of feeder pigs are fed out for slaughter. They forage all day under 
the giant, moss covered oaks, get plenty of exercise, and an all organic feed, 
supplementing the acorns and other morsels they can find themselves. Talk about an 
environment that has to be close to heaven for a young Mangalitsa, not knowing that the 
next stop will be freezer camp. 
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“ I love my   
pigs so I give  
them only the 

best!”
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	 One cannot help themselves from taking lots of  pictures when visiting, 
because of  all the places I have visited, this one most closely resembles to famous 
Spanish “Dehesa Forrest”, so well known as background in many pictures of  
Iberico hams. 

It has taken Tania, with the full support of  her husband Antoine, only two years 
to establish herself  as one of  the premier Mangalitsa breeders in the Pacific 
Northwest, and her sales are increasing nicely. While she of  course sells whole and 
half  pigs, a major part of  her business now are retail cuts and processed meats 
through her own Kingston Mercantile & Marine store.  
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 The location of  Kingston, as a gateway for stressed Seattle residents to 
the recreational opportunities at the Olympic Forrest and National Park, of  
course is a big plus. A million people a year arrive at the ferry terminal in 
Kingston per year, and many will have their first exposure to Mangalitsa pork at 
the store there. With Tania’s background in business development in general, and 
development of  marketing materials and plans in particular, it seems quite logical 
to predict that her business will expand. 

While she greatly enjoys playing with her piggies, and can spend hours doing just 
that, she also knows how to select the most productive sows and boars, and keeps 
careful records of  their performance. After all, they might have quickly cleared 
the overgrown pasture for her, and very much enjoy their belly rubs, they also 
should be cash flow positive for their owner. 
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Tania’s mother has the perfect place to finish them under acorns!
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  There are plans for a new barn, more fences and additional breeding 

animals as the operation becomes more established. There is talk of  maybe even 
an in-house line of  charcuterie products, so it will be very interesting to follow 
Tania and her Sheepish Pig Farm for many years to come. At the latest I heard she 
was at a total of 100 pigs in her herd, and definitely bringing home the bacon. 
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“So beautiful 
to see them 

growing up!
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The old cattle farm of Tania’s mother is turned into Manga-Heaven.
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- Tania Issa - 
The Sheepish Pig Farm

Royal Mangalitsa 
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